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and her son Enrique received timely notice that he
was to be arrested, and fled into the Asturias.
The unfortunate Leonor was dragged about after the
court to Burgos, and then sent to Talavera, still called
de la Reyna, because it was an appanage of the queen-
dowager, by one of whose servants she was strangled.
There Maria would have rested. She had no ill-will
to the sons of her husband, and she instructed her son
to treat them as brothers ; but she did not know what
a tiger she had nurtured on plans of revenge. He was
fair and handsome, and (like Tiberius), had a profusion
of beautiful flaxen hair; but after this taste of blood his
savage cruelty soon became utterly unbridled.
Pedro's first love was his cousin Juana, the daughter of
Don Juan Manuel, the author of "Count Lucanor;" but
the maiden, who was good, wise, and fair, already knew
enough of him to fear him, and was besides in love with
his half-brother Enrique, Count of Trastamara. In
secret the young pair were married ; but Juana was
instantly thrown into prison, while her bridegroom
made the best of his way to Portugal.
Most likely the queen-mother and her father were
glad of this marriage, for they made- Pedro recall
Enrique, and arranged for him a marriage with
Blanche, daughter of the Duke of Bourbon, and sister to
Jeanne, wife to Charles, the heir of France. But while
Blanche was being fetched from her home by his brother,
the Master of Santiago, Pedro fell in love with a bright-
eyed dark girl, Dona Maria de Padilla, one of the well-
born damsels who attended on Dona Isabel de Albu-
querque. So passionate was his admiration that he
was by some held to be bewitched, and he could hardly
be persuaded to leave her to go to Valladolid, where
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